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A LETTER FROMTHE EDITORS

It has been a very busy start to the year with the judging for entries to the
2010 edition of The Good Beer Guide. East Beds Branch has an allocation
of 9 entries and it is becoming more competitive with many pubs on the
fringe of entry. Many landlords ask how pubs are judged. We continually
survey pubs over the year and take notice of quality, and range of beers
available. The pubs that are shortlisted in January are then further sur-
veyed and a final decision is made in February. At this time our branch
Pub of The Year is discussed and finalists are then again surveyed and a
decision made in March. The Pub of The Year is then forwarded with the
two other Bedfordshire branches and a meeting of two members of each
branch together decides the Bedfordshire Pub of The Year. This then
goes to the Regional and then Final British Pub of The Year. Congratula-
tions to John at The Golden Pheasant for being awarded this years branch
Pub of The Year.

This process involves along time and that is why the initial entries to the
Good Beer Guide are decided 9 months before the publication of the
book.

It is pleasing to hear from several landlords that 2009 has started on a
high note having increased in business over the same period last year. |
notice that many of these pubs have been actively promoting their activi-
ties to encourage people into their establishments. Several pub chains
have found themselves in crisis during the recession and have offered
their lessees the right to buy their pubs. | hope they do not include the ne-
cessity to buy beers from the previous owners list as this reduces the
choice of beers available to their customers and usually beers have to be
purchased at inflated prices. Unfortunately several breweries have closed
recently; the most notable for our area being Archers of Swindon.

Several breweries have recently been hiding their name from pump clips
as if to hide the fact that it is brewed by them. The latest being Westgate
Brewery which is in fact Greene King. Does this mean they can kid cus-
tomers that it is a special guest ale at the pub when it is not or are they
ashamed of the product supplied. | believe that each pump clip should
show where the beer has been produced.

Now that the pub selection process is over we now have many socials
over the rest of the year and hope to see you in the forthcoming months.

Clifford Luff



CAMRA
EAST BEDS PUB OF THE YEAR

2008

GOLDEN PHEASANT BIGGLESWADE

Congratulations to John and Mavis  on achieving this award.
It's just rewards for all their hard work over the last two years.

When they took over the helm of the Golden Pheasant, it was an ordi-
nary pub selling average quality beer from two hand pumps. They
have transformed it into a busy town centre pub with a mixed clientele.
Regular quiz nights are held and brewery trips are also arranged. Now
with six hand pumps selling beer from Wells & Youngs, local and na-
tional breweries, as well as

draught cider the Golden Pheas-

ant has become the real ale hub

of Biggleswade it is well worth a

visit. Last year John & Mavis

were given the CAMRA award

for the most improved pub of the

year.

Food is available, however, you

will need to book a table on a Sunday lunchtime if you want to try the
famous Sunday Roast.



A LARGER RANGE OF BEERS ARE NOW AVAILABLE
FROM S.I.B.A.

INCLUDING
POTTON, OAKHAMS AND POTBELLY
BREWERIES
WE ARE IN THE CAMRA 2009 GOOD BEER GUIDE
AND ALSO PARTICIPATING IN THE “LOCALE” SCHEME
SUPPORTING LOCAL BREWERIES

CASK MARQUE ACCREDITED

Wells Eagle and St Austell Tribute + Four Guest Ale s

Food served Seven Days a week with weekly specials ~ and Sunday
Roasts
Monday — Friday 12.00-14.15 and 18.00- 21.30

All Day Saturday and Sunday
Upstairs restaurant and soft seating area available for private
functions large parties catered for

&



Obituary

Bryan Currie MBE
It is sad to report the death of Bryan aged 62 died suddenly on the
night of 19" January 2009.
I met Bryan on my weekly trips to The Wellingtonms in Bedford and
often talked about the different beers offeredhatgub. His taste for beers
was very similar to mine liking malty beers; he@sdplly liked beers from
his native Scotland. He was a quietly spoken nmahl antroduced him to
the branch and he came on many trips with us. &evaént to many beer
festivals together.
He worked for many years for BAE Systems and sperst of his work-
ing life abroad especially in the Middle East ariland. He worked on a
defence system in the Middle East for which he swvaarded the MBE. He
later worked for the Sultan of Oman.
He lived for many years in Potton and was buriedaton Cemetery on
Friday 13" February. The Chapel was filled for his funeral.
He will be sadly missed by all who new him.

Clifford Luff

Obituary
Clive Towner

The Potton Brewery Company Ltd is sad to reportdéath of their Head
Brewer Clive Towner, who died
on 12" March 2009 after a
bravely fought battle against can-
cer. Clive was 51 years of age
and a qualified Master Brewer.
Prior to setting up The Potton
Brewery Company he had
worked with The Brewing Re-
search Foundation and Greene
King as Quality Control Manager.
He will be sorely missed by
friends and family. Picture is
Clive with daughter Jo
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400 year old grade 11 listed, with exposed beapen direplaces and first class
reputation for food and drink.
Featured in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide
Cask Marque awarded since 2001.
Recently refurbished and introducing our new awavihning chefs-Al & Babs
Kitchen open :- Tuesday — Sunday 12 — 2.00
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www.whitehorsebroom.co.uk




A TRIP AROUND SOME TOON PUBS

( A TOUR OF NEWCASTLE )

If, like me, you thought Newcastle-upon-Tyne

consisted of nothing but Night Clubs and

there were no decent places to have a beer or

two, three or four then let me put your mind at

rest. On your behalf | have done some re-

search to dispel this myth, so take note of the

following.

We shall start at the train station, this is in

Neville St. Across the road is the “Head of Steam” (1). If you took one look at

the 1960's office block with a pub on the ground floor you would not think
twice about going straight past, The
range of beer and lager is amazing, on
offer on my visit was Black Sheep,
Mordu, High House Farm and Cameron's
as well as Lambic Strawberry Beer, a
Wheat Beer and proper Budweiser. In
Castle Garth, a short walk from the sta-
tion, opposite the “New Castle” that gives
the town it's name, and was built by

Robert Curthose son of William the Conquer in 1080. is the Bridge Hotel (2)

This does not look much from the outside but is a very nice place, Black

Sheep, Wensleydale, Wylam and six others are

what | had to choose from, they also serve food at

lunch times.

Carry on down hill to the river to “The Close”, here

you will find the Cooperage (3). A nice timber

framed building on the quay side dating back to the

14th century, during thel18th it was a cooperage. A

small bar serving five real ales all from Northern

breweries, it gets packed with music enthusiasts

late in the evening. 6



The Crown Posada (4) is a gem at

31 The Side, full of character, with

stained glass windows and an or-

nate ceiling, It's in CAMRAS na-

tional inventory of pubs with origi-

nal interiors. The background mu-

sic is played on an original gramo-

phone with old 78rpm records. It's

also one of the smallest pubs in the

area. Beers on offer were mostly from northern breweries, Jarrow
Bitter and Hadrian Gladiator, with the exception of Otter, from
Devon!

Check GBG for a full list of the nine Newcastle pub entries



MAY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

MAY

AUGUST

DIARY DATES

Tues. 12th. East Beds AGM Engineers Arms Henlow 7.30 for 8.00
pm start.

Sat. 23rd. or Sun 24th . Mini Bus or Vintage bus trip around “Locale”
pubs. Details to be confirmed.

Tues. 16th Branch meeting and social John O’ Gaunt Sutton 8.pm.

Sat. 27th Mini bus trip to Strathmore Arms, St Pauls Walden.

Sat. 25th Pub Crawl around historical pubs in Belgravia. Train to Lon-
don departure times to be confirmed.

Tues. 28th Branch meeting and social Three Tuns Arlesey 8.pm.

Wed 26th or Thurs 27t h Bus trip to Peterborough Beer Festival. de-
tails to be confirmed.

Sat. 5th Mini bus trip to Humpty Dumpty brewery Reedham, Norfolk
date and arrangements to be confirmed.

Tues. 15th Branch meeting and social Thornton Arms Everton 8.pm.

BEER FESTIVALS

Cambridge CAMRA Beer Festival 18th - 23rd Jesus Green.
Cambridge.

Bedford — Bamberg Spring Festival 14th -16th Bedford Corn Exhange.
This has over 40 different German beers.

The Stag. Stotfold. Fri. 22nd—Mon. 25th
The Strathmore Arms, St Pauls Walden, 4th -7th

Harpenden CAMRA Beer Festival 11am to 10.30pm. 26th - 27th.
Harpenden Public Hall.

Great British Beer Festival CAMRA 4th—8th Earls Court London.

Peterborough CAMRA Beer Festival 25th to 29th The Embankment
Bishops Rd.



EAST BEDS BRANCH WILL BE RUNNING A BUS TRIP AROUND
SOME OF THE PUBS PARTICIPATING IN THE LOCALE
CAMPAIGN
IT WILL TAKE PLACE ON SAT. 23rd OR SUN. 24th MAY
SEE www.eastbedscamra.org.uk FOR DETAILS

CAMRA launched a scheme called LocAle to help pubs promoting locally
produced real ales as well as local breweries.

East Beds Branch has adopted the area for the breweries to be 30 miles

from Biggleswade and pubs selling good quality ales.

The benefits of the Locale scheme are to improve consumer choice, en-

able local breweries to sell more ales so they can expand and benefit the
local economy and an increase in local identity and pride.

Breweries that are within the 30 miles of B iggleswade are:-

Potton, Potton, Beds. B&T Shefford, Beds.
White Park, Cranfield, Bucks. Green Tye, Much Hadham, Herts.
Buntingford, Royston, Herts Red Squirrel, Hertford. Herts.

Wells & Youngs, Bedford. Alehouse, St Albans, Herts.
McMullen, Hertford, Herts. Concrete Cow, Milton Keynes, Bucks.
Milton, Cambridge, Cambs. Cambridge Moonshine, Cambs.

Potbelly, Kettering, Northants.  Tring. Tring, Herts.

Pubs that are participating in the scheme are:-

Golden Pheasant, Biggleswade. Stratton House Hotel, Biggleswade.
Engineers Arms, Henlow. Rising Sun, Potton.

Sir William Peel, Sandy. Stag, Stotfold.

Vicars Inn, Arlesey.

, Please take a visit to these pubs and enjoy local produced ales.



The Chequers Stotfold

We are pleased to announce that after reporting

the closure of The Chequers Stotfold in the last

edition of the Casket it has reopened, with new
landlords, Aimee and Jeremy Reeve. The open-

ing hours are Mon-Thurs 11-3.& 5-11.

Fri-Sat 11-12; Sun 12-11. Food Mon-Thurs 12-3. & 6 -9.
Fri. Sat all day; Sunday 12-5.

We wish them well.

The Fox and Duck Stotfold

It is reported that this will open very
soon under new ownership. It will be a
welcome return amongst the closure
of other pubs.

The Wheatsheaf Biggleswade

It's congratulations to Rob Stimson on reaching
twenty years as the Landlord of this fine old tra-
ditional pub in Lawrence Rd. May the excellent
Dark Mild flow for at least another 20 years .

The March Hare

The Rising Sun

Dunton Biggleswade

It is reported that The March Hare has After the closure of this pub, it

been sold and will soon reopen, so was hoped that somebody
Dunton will would reopen it, but that has
once again not been the case. Planning
have a pub to permission has been granted to

demolish it and build sheltered
accommodation on the site.
That's another one gone.

be proud of.







Lindsey Heir licensee of The Sir William Peel Sandy formerly The
Lord Nelson is a local girl

originating from Hitchin.

Lindsey and her husband

Dermot took over the pub in

September 2000 temporarily

as it was intended to close

the pub and convert it and

surrounding land for hous-

ing. Dermot and Lindsey de-

cided to see if the pub was

still a viable concern and

Gary Burlison the owner

was pleased with the result

and offered a contract to keep the pub going.

Dermot had an ambition to run a brewery which was realised when
he and Bob Trenholme opened The Old Stables Brewery well
known for Black Beauty and Palomino beers in the stables behind
the pub. Unfortunately after hard work opening the brewery and af-
ter about 4 brews Dermot passed away in February 2003.

Lindsey decided to continue running the pub but after about 4 years
The Old Stable Brewery closed. Lindsey has continued supplying
good quality real ales whilst trying to supply from local breweries.
Lindsey now has the Cask Marque accreditation and is in the
CAMRA ‘LocAle’ scheme.

Lindsey has 3 children who have helped her run the pub. She has
had her first beer festival and hopes to continue having beer festi-
vals in the future.

Clifford Luff



A PUB TO VISIT WHEN AWAY ON HOLIDAY

The Flower Pots , Which dates back to 1820 is in Cheriton, 7 miles
East of Winchester, Hampshire. This is one of
those pubs that you just don’t want to leave. It's
a lovely old red brick building & the interior walls
are covered in awards for their excellent ales.
There is a very large garden, just right for a sum-
mers evening. The only taps on the bar for lager
are hidden behind the pillar separating the two
small bars. All
the beer is

served by gravity, which is supplied from

their own 10 barrel brewery. This place

is so full of charm and character you just

know you're going to have a nice time

here. In case the place gets the better of

you they also do B&B .

Malcolm Lloyd.

WHENINHITCHING WHYNOT PAY, US:AVIST
THE-HALEMOON
QUEEN/STREET
EOR:GOODBEER: & EOOD

ALWAYS AVAILABLE
ADNAMS BITTER, NORTH HERTS CAMRA

YOUNGS SPECIAL. COMMUNITY PUB OF THE YEAR 2007
PLUS 4 CHANGING GUEST ALES

OFTEN FROM MICROS

REAL CIDER AND PERRY

OPEN
MON-THUR 12-NOON-2.30PM 5-12PM TEL: 01462 452448
FRI, SAT 12 NOON-1AM EMAIL: halfmoon@btconnect.com

SUN. 12 NOON-11PM
?244@ A -
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BEER TOO EXPENSIVE?.
Nothing changes. The following
letter appeared in The Sunday
Times on December 20th 1825

A communication from
CAMRA Headquarters on the
subject of Pub closures

From 85 Branches who returned the pub
watch survey for their areas, the results
covered over 26,500 pubs so the figures
are certainly credible.

Scaling the results up to give national fig-
ures suggests that 1052 pubs closed per-
manently during 2008. This gives an aver-
age of 87.7 a month (up from 57 last year)
or 20.2 a week or 2.9 a day.

The national total for pubs currently closed
but which might reopen was 1497 i.e. 125
a month, 28.8 a week, 4.1 a day. Combin-
ing the two figures gives a total of 7 pubs
closing each day which is in line with the
figures being banded about by the BBPA
and others. All very scary whichever way
you look at it.

Branches reported 802 pubs which had
closed before 1 January 2008 but which
might yet reopen.

Of the 1052 permanent closures, 178 had
already been demolished. Also 164 pubs
closed before 1 January 2008 were demol-
ished during 2008.



ﬂ'l{e .M.dt)mi .M.@m\)flm @f Mild

&
* 4) ) 4*
4 *(4%$7( 7

) x4 '
4*



) ) § );$ E$(
) ) 5 )
> <% ?
)D* ) "
FO&

77 ' $20 6$'6" *
G ) '$0106&21 <

'56'102$061
8 < )H 8) ) )
) ) 8~ ) )
+ *
$0 I1$1 ) :$&) 1 $'(V) <=
)
H < ) 1)
3y
DR ) K
* ) ) = *= . = *
.k ( * - < $0 $2 ) 8)*

+ '56'102$061
¢



& ().
/0(121)2(333
6 6

6 6

$

%



= ) " F  :F6

@ B D 6
E )-" (220 7
6 (22+6 :
)0
)
6 7
89 6
6 < =)
09 7
& >
?7@ AB
= 9 =
9 @ B
6

$$



$0



< )
!
1 *
H - =8 8 *
= ):- G
)
3 ) < )
<
3 * *)
? HOUSE

A CAMRA community pub of the year.
Skittles table in public bar,
Floodlit boules piste in garden. Real fires and cosy atmosphere

1st and 3rd Friday of the month—Folk  music Session

/ $!



