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Help Charity 

There is no charge for the Casket. If you enjoy reading the Casket and/or take a copy home then please 

consider putting a donation in the Pub’s charity box. 
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EAST BEDS COMMITTEE 2012/13 
 
Committee: 
Chairman:  John Goodlet        e-mail: chairman@eastbedscamra.org.uk 
 
Vice Chairman :  Tony Morris  e-mail: vicechairman@eastbedscamra.org.uk  
 
Secretary:  Barry Price            e-mail: secretary@eastbedscamra.org.uk. 
 
Treasurer:  Chris Foskett      e-mail: treasurer@eastbedscamra.org.uk 
 
Social Secretary:  Jo Freeman   
& cider rep        e-mail:  socialsecretary@eastbedscamra.org.uk 
 
Membership Secretary :  Geoff Tilbury 
        e-mail: membership@eastbedscamra.org.uk 
 
Webmaster: Chris Freeman: e-mail: webmaster@eastbedscamra.org.uk  
 
Casket Contact :  casket@eastbedscamra.org.uk   
              
Branch Web Site :  www.eastbedscamra.org.uk 
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Trading Standards 
If you have any complaints about short measure, 
lack of price lists or misleading promotion of 
products, contact: 

Bedfordshire Trading Standards, 
23 Gadsby Street, 

Bedford, MK30 3HP 
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The Casket 

Published and Produced by: 
CAMRA East Bedfordshire 

 

Editor 
John Goodlet 

The views expressed in The Casket 
are those of individual contributors and 
do not necessarily represent the policy 
of CAMRA, the Editors or the East 
Bedfordshire Branch. Contributions to 
the Casket are always Welcome. 
 

For more information see 
 www.eastbedscamra.org.uk. 

 

Advertising Rates  
1/4 page: £15 
1/2 page: £30 
1/1 page: £50 

Three adverts paid for in advance will 
receive a 15% discount 

Payment to East Beds CAMRA 
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I am pleased to report that the launch or our County wide campaign to increase choice 

of cider and perry in our pubs is already having an effect. During the summer we saw 

two new local cider festivals, firstly at the Sir William Peel, Sandy in July, followed in 
August by the Coach & Horses, Stotfold. It has been several years since the branch ran 

a cider stall at Bromham Mill during the autumn and we have been on the lookout for a 

new venue to replace this event, see page 14 & 15 for details on our latest venture. 
 

Back on the ‘real ale’ front, it is good to see that Greene King pubs are introducing more 
interesting guest ales. For example, the Wrestlers in Langford has featured Exmoor 

Gold, Summer Lightning and Old Hooky recently, plus they received their Cask Marque 

accreditation in July. We also look forward to the first beer festival to be held at the 

March Hare, Dunton in late September, a remarkable turn-around in the fortunes of a 
once lost pub, brought back to life in the two years since it was rescued from obscurity. 

In October, the branch will again be running the products and tombola stand at the  

Bedford beer festival and a little later in the month we will see another chapter in the 

Engineers Arms beer festival. So please visit some of these events and join in with   

CAMRA, we always need volunteers—come on—get involved. 
         John Goodlet 

A quick word from the Editor  
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Cock Inn, Broom 
Landlord Gerry Lant is retiring due to ill 

health and will leave in the autumn. Initial 
reports suggested that the brewery might 

close the pub permanently, but Gerry says 

it is more likely that agency staff will be 

appointed in the short term. However the 
long term future is uncertain, although  

current indications are the Greene King 

may sell the pub on to another brewery. As 

the property also includes 3 cottages and 

extensive land, it may take some time to 
strike a final deal. This unique pub is a 

listed building with many snug style rooms 

and of course there is NO BAR, all drinks 

are served direct from the cellar. It is an 
important heritage pub, so we hope the 

Cock Inn gets a new lease of life. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

White Horse, Broom 
Dean Hankins & family have left the pub, 

ending nearly 100 years of their family  
tenancy. The new arrivals in May were 

Charles & Sam Biswell, who also run a 

catering business. All are welcome and the 

restaurant trade, offers a mix of traditional 

pub food and ‘a la carte’, with steaks  
proving very popular.  

The pub is open from 12-3 & 6-11 every 

day except Mondays. At the bar GK IPA 

and Golden Hen are the regular ales. 
There is a monthly Sunday night quiz and 

live music may be re-introduced soon. 

For new menus, please check the website 

www.whitehorsebroom.co.uk and also 
www.charlesbiswellcatering.co.uk 

Inn Briefs 
The pub news comes and goes very 

quickly in this turbulent economic climate. 

Since our May issue, there have been 
more licensee changes in our pubs.  

Firstly, at the Bricklayers Arms, Potton 
which was up for sale recently, it has now 

been taken off the market and new  
managers Gary & Michelle Harding were 

assessing the pub’s potential with a view 

to taking it on permanently. But by mid 

August it was reported as closed again. 

 
Secondly, another quick change at the 

True Briton, Arlesey has new managers 
with Danny & Carol taking over in May. 

Real ale disappeared for a while during 

the changeover, but is back on again and 
normal service has resumed. 

LOCAL PUB & BREWERY NEWS 
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Potton Brewery Update 
 

Brewery Manager, Colin Morris, is planning a rebranding exercise to revitalise interest 
in the brewery and its products. This will include new designs for their pump clips and 

a general makeover at the brewery to make it more suitable for visitors & group visits. 

 

On the beer front, Penny Bitter has been brought back into regular production and a 
new brew, Moonraker, has been added (the first batch sold out straight away!).  

Penny Bitter is a 4% traditional malty bitter while Moonraker is a 5.2% premium bitter. 

Both will appeal to those of us who still  support the ‘brown’ beers in favour of the  

current tide of light bitters. 

 
Colin is also forging links with the land of his fathers via the Evan Evans brewery  

concern in Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire. They are brewing some of the beers formerly 

brewed by the popular Buckleys Brewery, which is now defunct. Other welsh brews 

such as Felinfoel Double Dragon are also available via Potton Brewery – keep your 

eyes open for these! 
        David Young 
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Sir William Peel 1st Cider Festival  
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SEP. 4th, Branch Meeting, Thornton Arms, Everton, 8pm 

30th. Cider stall @ Potton Apple Day, Potton, 12-4pm 

OCT. 13th. All Beds Branches Social in Hampstead, London, meet @ noon,  

location TBA 

 

NOV. 

16th, Branch Meeting, Coach House, Potton, 8pm 

20th, Branch Meeting, Two Brewers, Stotfold, 8pm 

DEC. 7th, Branch Christmas Social & Buffet, Rising Sun, Potton, 7.30pm 

Sep. 20th-22nd. 21st Letchworth Beer Festival, Greenhouse Community Market, 

The Gallery, Station Road, Letchworth                                            CAMRA 

26th-29th. St. Albans Beer Festival, Alban Arena, Civic Centre      CAMRA 
27th-30th. The 1st March Hare Beer Festival, March Hare, Dunton  

Oct. 3rd-6th. The 35th Bedford Beer & Cider Festival, Corn Exchange,  

St. Paul’s Square, Bedford                                                               CAMRA 

 17th-21st. 17th Henlow Beer Festival, Engineers Arms, Henlow 

18th-21st. Trafalgar Beer Festival, Half Moon, Queen St, Hitchin  

 25th-27th. Booze on the Ouse Beer Festival, Burgess Hall,  

St. Ivo Recreation Centre, Westwood Road, St. Ives                       CAMRA  

Nov. 20th-24th. 34th SE Essex Beer Festival, Freight House, Rochford  CAMRA 
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Casket Cryptic Crossword  

Across 

7  Sovereign in title is a fishy old bird. (5) 

8  Mad thug toils at the end of the day. (6,3) 

10  Will these 5's change Scandinavian currency?       
Yes. (6) 

11  Not married? Taking that endlessly onboard but still 
frigid. (8) 

12/24  Annoyed men deserve jar of Welsh beer. (8,5) 

13  Much ado you say about wherein lies the master! (4) 

15  Sister to Stoke brewer's inspiration is short sighted 
and in a muddle over student. (7) 

17  Will Julie be excited about the celebration? (7) 

20  Common drinking vessel? (4) 

22  Free love or angry bird? (4,4) 

25  Value of bundle of notes in Wiltshire? (8) 

 27/5 Let renegade headsman kill pale rider's maker. 
(6,6) 

28 Serious warnings about pub game the 
French got into. (3,6) 

29   All points about model are often           
mentioned in comparison when over 18. (5) 

Down 

1    Wild rebel yell, beginner leaving for       
beginner's beginner, is a stout indicator of 
consumption. (4,5) 

2    A little time on gymnastic apparatus makes 
light of the dark. (8) 

3    Beer and cider are fifty one pounds. (7) 

4/13/23  Your personal preference is why I leak 
out in confusion. (4,3,4) 

5    See 27 Across 

6    George's instruments follow John's lead for 
music boxes. (5) 

9    Said to conceal doctor's secret identity (4) 

13  See 4 Down 

14  Songs on a foreign sea for traders. (9) 

16  Single representative can be up to          
mischief (3) 

18  Deluding, confused, having partaken. (8) 

19  Upset 21 drops last with good man backing 
correct attire for divided opinion. (3,4) 

21  What Australia briefly ordered when 
thought out. (6) 

23  See 4 Down 

24  See 12 Across 

26  The game's up for Ollie. (4) 

�
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Once again all the answers are as usual, mostly bee r related, however   

obscure, with an occasional nod to current(ish) eve nts.  
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“Are We There Yet?!?”  
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Lovely village inn with exposed beams & L-shaped bar 
Opening Hours Mon-Thu 12-3, 5-11 

Fri-Sat 12-11 & Sun 12-11 
Traditional pub meals served daily 12-2.30, 5-8.30 

See our website below for sample menus 

    Greene King IPA, plus a regular changing guest ale  
   Traditional pub games, monthly quiz & poker evenings 

         Large child friendly garden & play equipment  
Floodlit Petanque court 

��������	��
77 Church Street, Langford, Beds. SG18 9QA 

Telephone Steph 01462 701701 
Website: www.theploughlangford.com 
Email: steph@theploughlangford.com 
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There have been a few changes in the LocALe scheme in East Beds. The Two     
Brewers in Stotfold has joined the scheme with regular outings for B&T Two Brewers 
Bitter and Potton Village Bike. Other East Anglian beers occasionally feature with 
Woodfordes Wherry proving very popular, plus Westons Old Rosie cider was on trial 
recently. Congratulations to Darren & the team, we appreciate their effort. 
�
Two new breweries have been added to the scheme. The Red Brewery is a new  
venture by amateur brewer John Kearney based in a grain store on Garden Farm in 
Great Staughton in Huntingdonshire. Initial feedback from members on the quality of 
their first three ales had been extremely positive. The latest ale Pathfinder, is named 
after the RAF target-making squadron based in Huntingdon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The four regular ales are:- 
Staughton Bitter 4% bitter, copper coloured, hoppy, late hopped with  
Boadicea and Progress. Light fruit. 
All Saints Ale 4% premium ale, garnet, balanced hop, late hopped with Progress and 
Goldings. Blackcurrant. 
Sundial Gold 4% golden ale, deep hop, late hopped with First Gold and WGV. Citrus 
with light hop finish. 
Pathfinder (New) 4.5% amber ale, high hop, late hopped with Cascade and Summit. 
Orange / Grapefruit citrus. Contains wheat and may have a slight haze. 
They will also be producing a number of seasonal beers and a dark mild, see their  
website for more details at www.redbrewery.com 
 
Also over the border in North Herts is the Addled Brewery at Weston. This seems to 
be quite a small business at present, but their first two ales were on tap at the Orange 
Tree in Baldock during August. It is likely that the ales will also feature in the Letchworth 
Beer festival 20th-22nd September. The first is a fruity amber ale called “Fair Warning” 
and the second a strong ruby ale named “Edward’s Confession”. The brewers are  
Adam Scoot and Edward Lee, contact them on Twitter as @AddledBrewery. 
 
For a full list of LocALe breweries supported by East Beds — see page 21. 
 
At the Great British Beer festival held in London during early August, there was a 
bronze medal in the Mild category for Muckcart Mild produced by the Son of Sid     
Brewery in nearby Little Gransden. The over festival winner was No. 9 Barley Wine 
from the Coniston Brewery in Cumbria. For a full list of category winners check website  
www.gbbf.org.uk and click on the article “CBOB Supreme Champion is Announced ”. 
 

LocALe Scheme Update  
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Real Cider & Perry in Bedfordshire 
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EAST BEDS CAMRA  PUB OF THE  
YEAR 2010 

 
 BOOK NOW FOR CHRISTMAS MEALS 

LARGE PARTIES CATERED FOR 
BEERS FROM LOCAL BREWERIES 

 
WE ARE IN THE CAMRA  2012 GOOD BEER GUIDE 
AND PARTICIPATING IN THE “LOCALE” SCHEME 

    SUPPORTING  LOCAL BREWERIES 
CASK MARQUE ACCREDITED 

 
),	(*$)�+,,)�  

Wells Eagle, an Oakham ale, plus 5 Guest Ales 
Food served Seven Days a week with weekly specials and  

Sunday Roasts 
Monday – Friday 12.00-14.15 and 18.00- 21.30 

All Day Saturday and Sunday 
Upstairs restaurant and soft seating area available  for private 

functions large parties catered for 
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CAMRA launched a scheme called LocAle to help pubs promoting locally 
produced real ales as well as local breweries. 
East Beds Branch has adopted the area for the breweries to be 30 miles 
from Biggleswade and pubs selling good quality ales. 
The benefits of the LocAle scheme are to improve consumer choice,  
enable local breweries to sell more ales so they can expand and benefit 
the local economy and an increase in local identity and pride. 
 
Breweries that are within 30 miles of Biggleswade a re:-  
 

Potton,  Potton, Beds.                B&T , Shefford, Beds.                    
White Park, Cranfield, Beds. Green Tye, Much Hadham, Herts.     
Buntingford, Royston, Herts. Red Squirrel, Hertford. Herts. 
Wells & Youngs,  Bedford.            Alehouse, St Albans, Herts. 
McMullen, Hertford, Herts.            Concrete Cow, Milton Keynes. 
Milton, Cambridge, Cambs. Cambridge Moonshine, Cambs. 
Potbelly, Kettering, Northants. Tring, Tring, Herts. 
Hopping Mad, Olney, Bucks.  Red, Gt. Staughton, Huntingdon 
Addled, Weston, Herts. 
 

 Pubs that are participating in the scheme are:-   
 Golden Pheasant, Biggleswade.   Vicars Inn, Arlesey. 
 Engineers Arms, Henlow.          Rising Sun, Potton. 
 Sir William Peel, Sandy.           Coach & Horses, Stotfold. 
 Stratton House Hotel,  Biggleswade.    March Hare, Dunton   
 Two Brewers, Stotfold 
 

 Please visit these pubs and enjoy locally produced ales. 
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Traditional village inn with beautiful oak beamed bars 
One of few on CAMRA’s National Heritage Pub Register 
Four handpumps with local’s favourites & rotating guests 

Traditional scrumpy on handpump 
Quality home cooked food using local produce - served 
Tue-Sat lunch & dinner, plus traditional Sunday lunch 

15 Quality wines by the glass or bottle 
Booking advisable due to increasing trade 

                           A FREE HOUSE 
         A CAMRA community pub of the year 
       and CAMRA rural Pub of the Year 2009 
   Traditional pub games, darts, skittles & petanque 
         Real fires, warm and friendly atmosphere 
                     Telephone 01767 260377 

The John O’Gaunt Inn 
www.johnogauntinnsutton.co.uk 

30 High Street, Sutton, Sandy, Beds. SG19 2NE 
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