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A slightly longer word from the Editor

The autumn season gave me a chance to reflect on some excellent volunteer work by
local CAMRA members. The first event was the Potton Apple Day cider stand on the last
Sunday in September. The fine ‘Indian summer’ attracted more visitors, see page 12.

In September Jan & Les Gale at the Stag, Stotfold, asked us for advice about organising
their first beer festival in early October. Tony Morris helped them to decide on the range
and style of ales. The stillage and ales were provided by Punch Taverns. A few days
beforehand | visited the Stag to lend them our festival glasses and | helped Les rack up
six ales on the stillage, then | had go at being a drayman lowering the remaining two ales
down the Cellar. They went on the 3rd and 4th hand-pump, in addition to the regular
Adnams Bitter and Fuller's London Pride, plus 3 boxes of cider. The event kicked off on
Friday lunchtime and | returned in the evening to help serve during their busiest spell.
Tim Naisbitt also volunteered to do a stint on Saturday afternoon. Most of the weekend
went very well and the majority of beer was sold, but Sunday proved rather quiet. So the
stillage was kept up and the remaining beer sold off at a discount during the next week.

Finally, the biggest event by far was the Bedford Beer festival, where East Beds again
ran the CAMRA products and tombola, with Alan Binnington overseeing the staffing and
products. About a dozen members helped out over the 4 days of the festival. Once again,
this event raised the lion’s share of our branch annual fund-raising, in excess of £1,000.
Well done to all our volunteers, keep up the great work. We shall be running a bus trip in
2015 as a special ‘Thank You'’ to all our volunteers.

Congratulations to Corri & her team at the New Inn, Biggleswade for their first beer
festival on the Halloween weekend. Over the last six months the range of regular ales
has been extended to eight, four of which are ‘free of the tie’, plus there are a few real
ciders. So the New Inn now joins our National Real Cider scheme, plus the LocALe
scheme too as you can often find a local ale such as Buntingford.

Finally | want to mention the pubs that have been sold recently by Greene King as
freehouses or to smaller pub chains. There is now a great opportunity for pub customers
to have more say in the choice of ales in your local pub. Many pubs will now be ‘free of
the tie’ or have access to a ‘guest ale list’. So | would encourage all ale loving customers
to start talking to licensees and other customers about what beers they like. Ask your
local landlord to stock your favourite beer, or if certain ales are always on, ask him to
rotate some ales or try seasonal ales. | know some pubs in Bedfordshire, where the
licensee sits down with some regular customers once a month and gets their input into
choosing guest ales. So go on — give it a go and get involved.
( John Goodlet



LOCAL PUB NEWS

Fox & Duck, Stotfold

This pub/restaurant re-opened on 21st
November 2014 after an 20 month closure.
The building, owned by Singh Construction
has now been leased for 15 years to Martin
& Maria Castleton from Pirton. It is now
opening on Tue-Sat from 1lam-11pm
[closed on Mondays] and Sunday 12-6pm.

The outside is newly painted and inside the
old public bar has lost its games but retains
the flagstone floor and is now a cosy snug
with comfy seats. The main bar area has
wooden flooring throughout leading round
to the restaurant section, all freshly painted
and bright. At the bar GK IPA is still the
regular ale, plus one changing guest ale
such as Rocking Rudolph, Fireside or
Wherry. There are European lagers and
some bottled beer from GK and Belhaven.

The pub offers a mix of a la carte and other
main meals all freshly cooked. Examples of
their seasonal menus and specials should
be on their website by mid January
www.foxandduckstotfold.co.uk Service is
11.30-2pm & 5.30-9pm, plus 12-4.30pm on
Sundays. In the coming months events will
be launched in the Marquee such as
Weddings, Anniversaries and Parties.

Red Lion, Potton

This pub closed down for the second time
in five years in late August 2014. It was
sold by Punch Taverns to a property
developer who put a planning application
in for ‘change of use’ to private housing in
mid October. East Beds CAMRA with
support from a Potton town councillor
Adam Serny raised a petition of
signatures from local supporters who
want the Red Lion to continue as a pub.

Pubs Preservation Officer Les Ivall, an ex
landlord of 35 years experience, wrote a
robust reply to Punch Taverns statement
that the pub was unviable. The petition if
successful would result in the Red Lion
being listed as a Asset of Community

Value in Potton and the planning officers
must take into account the views of the
community when judging the application.

This leaves Potton with only four pubs,
three of which are in the town centre. As
we went to press, the planners were due
to make their decision in mid January.

Coach & Horses, Biggleswade
Sadly this pub closed down a few months
ago and was sold by Greene King. It was
bought by Travis Perkins a local building
firm who plan to expand their premises. It
was a former 18th century inn, but had
been neglected in recent years by
Greene King. Its trade suffered during the
last decade and there was little local
interest in trying to save this pub.



Sugar Loaf, Meppershall

In the last issue we reported that the
Gardeners Arms and Wheatsheaf in
Biggleswade were two local pubs sold by
Greene King to Hawthorn Leisure. At that
time, we did not realise that the Sugar
Loaf, Meppershall was also part of that
deal and is technically a freehouse now.

The pub hasn’'t changed too much,
although the opening hours are now Mon-
Fri 2-11pm, Sat 12-midnight and Sun 12-
11pm. The Greene King ales have gone
and Sharps Doom Bar is now the regular
beer, plus one guest ale. 275 pubs were
sold to Hawthorn, so it should be no
surprise that other Beds pubs were also
sold. The Noah's Ark & Musgrave Arms
Shillington are two nearby examples.

Over 150

real ales, ciders,

perries and imported
beers including
London Draught

& Bottled Beer Bars

Camden enlre. Bidborough Street, WC1H 9AU
nearest tube: King's Cross §

Wednesday 11th March. 12-3pm; 5 -10.30pm
Thursday 12th March 12-3pm; 5 -10.30pm
Friday 13th March 12 -10.30pm

For more detall see:




Two New Breweries for South Beds
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DIARY DATES

JAN.  20th, Special GBG Selection Meeting, Kings Arms, Sandy, 8 pm

FEB. 7th, Branch Social, March Hare beer festival, Dunton, 1 pm onwards
24th, Branch Meeting, March Hare, Dunton, 8 pm

MAR. 13th, Branch Social, St. Neots beer festival, 1 pm onwards

APR. 14th. Branch Meeting, Cock, Broom, 8 pm

BEER FESTIVALS

Jan. 22th-24th. Cambridge Winter Ale Festival, University, Social Club  CAMRA

Feb. 6th-8th. 3rd Winter Beer Festival, March Hare, Dunton
19th-21st. The 32nd Luton Beer & Cider Festival, Hightown Sports & Arts
Centre, Concorde Street, Luton CAMRA

26th-1st. 5th Henlow Cider & Country Wine Festival, Engineers Arms,
High Street, Henlow

Mar,  12th-14th. The 40th Booze on the Ouse Beer & Cider Festival, Priory Centre,
Priory Lane, St. Neots CAMRA
Apr.  T.B.A.. The 7th Sir William Peel Beer Festival, High Street, Sandy
23rd-26th. The Half Moon Beer Festival, Queen Street, Hitchin

Chris Bunyan's Comedy Corner
A bloke came home from the pub to find his missus with the Camel for some reason
(women need a reason?).......

“Been to the pub again?” she said. “Yes”
“How many pints did you have?” “Three”
“How much did that cost you?” “About ten quid”

“And you go to the pub every night and have three pints?” “Yes”

“Do you realise that if you didn’t go to the pub and put that £10 a time into a high interest
account over the past 25 years you've been going to the pub, you'd have enough to buy
an Aston Martin?”

“Good point. Do you drink beer?” “No, you know | don't”
“Where’s your Aston Martin, then?”




Casket Cryptic Crossword

As before, all answers have been used as nameseof bnd/or breweries at some time somewhere |
the world or have some other connection (howevardes) with the wonderful world of beer and drink .

Across 25 It's old and worn if used too many times, bu
6 Could be a micropub found in locale housed in an revolutionary after 151. (6)
old shop. (8) 26 1l omens hid 11's potbellied indulgence. (8)

8 Only allow women as staff? Quite the opposite. (6) Down

10 Hostelry is turned around, welcoming king as an 1 See why it's said going around at top volum
expression of satisfaction. (4) may make a pint look unappealing. (6)

11 Hallowed be reformed band of folk. (10)

N

Quiet cheap pub. (4)
12 A boy sternly guards a possible stout constitu@t 3 Runs bust out in a flash (8)
14 A minion’s restlessness. (8) 4 Head fryers said to be bats, batty about the

15 Prepares malt maybe and puts it in the rightsier smell of beers. (6)

houses. (6) 5 As a principle it's a matter of weighing up th
16 One of said mettle can provide a trooper, one liquids. (10)

superfluous will not have the runs. (6) 7 Islington home is a piece of cake. (6)
19 i.e. a poetic time of day. (8) 9 Point at crazy Latino for fun. (7)

21 One drinking to health is losing nothing in gettaly 13 A gisaster in art. (10)
introduction. (6)

23 Review Goth in disarray and find to be far from
light. (10)

24 If badger isn't right then get a different b¢4y.

15 As ale should be, about five four gives 11
second wind with Harvey's help. (7)

17 Level achieved when a beginner gets into
mind-set as model goes out. (8)

18 Murray takes fast car to hotel to get supine :
(6)

20 Poorly enunciate when sister is away - mus
have a cool brew. (6)

22 lt's the duty of the monarch to drop out of th
running. (6)

24 Put a stop to backhander. (4)
Compiled by Chris Freeman
The solution is on Page 26



+ 1 + , %B ¢ ;
+ J! 1 9 + L
3 3 : , , L, @
+ + 1 1 13 +
5/ + , - 3
[Tony, John, Jo, Trish & Chris] [a relaxed atmosphere at the cider stall]
+ 3 + 3 , + + 1
, + , ,, T 1 + 1+
+ + /
3, +
+ %&) 1 # +
, * , 3 6
2 @+
I1# ,  + + + ,
3 1# + ,
J o+ + , 4
L# JK M 5;N
93 1 3 . <
+ @) + < +1 + + +
/I + , + 1
, + + +3 < 3 J
+ %)l , + +
+ " 1 ? ,
+ +
$ 1+ 9 G, + +
* +1 + + * +
+ + *'8 > <
' %& '1 1 +



@ + ( +
+ +3 1 + + # 3

+ 1 1 +
3 9 1 1 /! @

+ + 9 + " + 3

@ +3 + + PPPP
+ #+ , + + 7 > 1

%&'L + #+ . . 1
+ , +

olojo/elele]0]0/0/e(0]0]0 0 0l0]0]0/0/0]0]0]0/0(0]0]0 0 (0 0]0 0 0l0]0]0/0[0]0]0]0;

( 9 .80
I+ %& )1 # , . 3
3 + 3 +9 +" | #
+ + + #
+ + +
+
+ 1 + 1 + + PP
@+ # + + 1# + 3 1
-+ 1+ + < 3 %&& 3 +
@ @ #
+ 13 + +
< + 1 + 3+ +  +
+ + +
+ 3 # 3 + +
+ +
3 + , 3 + + 3






3 + , +
, 1, +
+ +
3 + 1 , 3
< + ,
+ + +
+ ? ,
+ + +
+ <
, + +
v, 1
3, , +
C(%& #
+ + + O +
< 3 + ,
+ ! "+
+ + 1+ +
3 = # # +
+ + + # +
++ , + R 9
+ + BA& -
+ + + . 3
+ + - 3
+ %& '1 + +
+ * (& & (&1 , %/ 1 , %/
, %/A 3 + , +
+ A&l
, +3 1 1
+ 3 31
+ o+ 3
# + +
IA SA%K , |[EESB&K + + %
# 3 3 +
* # +
+ , + 3 @+,
+ 3 + +
, 3

H W



I +9 , 12/ < K
+ 3 ) + %8&) L 3
i) i) + + 1 ’
+ , > L+ + 1
0 # H +3 + +  +1 ,
- B) + + + + 1 H H +
+ + 1 + # + o+ 1# ,
+3 + , ,  &E) 3
7 2 H) ; ; + + + +
+ + < + + + + ,+ 4+
++ = 1 + +
' H
+ ,+ , +
+, + ,  + " + 3,
1+ 7 1 +3
, +3 + / , 5 +
+ ¥ + <
@ 3 > + + 1 && 1= +
+ 3 , + # +
+= + +3 13 + < 3.3
+ 1 + + + +
+ o+ 3
3 + 9
, + + 9 + +
+ + L H# o+ + +
T u > | + + 7 + K T U
TU T2 U + +
+ , + 9 +
, + 1 , 1+ > L
#H + + +3 + 3 + + , 1
+ D+9 I, + H4 HK 9 |/
,+ 3 + + + +# H = + =,
+ D+ 9 # L 9 7 #3 , +, +
9, ++ +D + + > ,H+  H+ +
+ + 4 # + + 4 9D , + +
! 1+ @ ++ 2 HH# , 9 +3
T # ! 7 " # - 9
+  + .+ 2 + + +#H3 +
+ , H , + > , +
+ 1 , + 7 + +
6 H | + )&8KD 2 " L9 9 I)'8KD + L @+
IA %8KD + L9 7 +I(E8KD> , L 7 3 I(E8KD + L
I' &8KD L I('8KD ,L2 I( BBKD
JH L I(A8K ! F+ L + IA)8K + H ,
+ + 1 g3 3

’ )

1+ 3



<

|2U + +#

# + + 2 m
9

+ H 4H

/

+ H9
3

+ 3

13 +
# 1'&8K @

L+
+ o+

#+ + +

<
, )& + @+

H

1) %8K
+ @+









Clubs in the Community
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EAST BEDS CAMRA PUB OF THE
YEAR 2010

14th POTTON BEER FESTIVAL
50+ REAL ALES, PLUS CIDERS FROM ACROSS THE UK
Thu 30th April—Mon 4th May 2015

WE ARE IN THE CAMRA 2015 GOOD BEER GUIDE
AND PARTICIPATING IN THE “LOCALE” SCHEME
SUPPORTING LOCAL BREWERIES
CASK MARQUE ACCREDITED

26 ?272(
9 handpumps featuring Wells Eagle, Bombardier,an O  akham ale,
a Youngs beer, plus 4 Guest Ales & 1 Real Cider

Food served Seven Days a week with weekly specials  and
Sunday Roasts
Monday — Friday 12.00-14.15 and 18.00- 21.30

All Day Saturday and Sunday
Upstairs restaurant and soft seating area available for private
functions large parties catered for

%%



East Beds have selected breweries within 30 miles of Biggleswade. The pubs listed sell
at least one local ale of good quality on a regular basis. The benefits of the LocAle
scheme are to improve consumer choice, enable local breweries to sell more ales so
they can expand and benefit the local economy & an increase in local identity and pride.

Breweries in the scheme

Potton, Potton, Beds. B&T, Shefford, Beds. White Park, Cranfield, Beds.
Red, Gt. Staughton, Hunt'don Buntingford, Royston, Herts. Red Squirrel, Potten End, Herts.
Wells & Youngs, Bedford. Alehouse, St Albans, Herts. L. Buzzard, L. Buzzard, Beds

McMullen, Hertford, Herts. Concrete Cow, Milton Keynes.  Ampthill, Ampthill, Beds
Milton, Cambridge, Cambs.  Cambridge Moonshine, Cambs. Hopping Mad, Olney, Bucks.
Potbelly, Kettering, Northants. Copper Kettle, Rushden, Nhants Tring, Tring, Herts

Pubs in the scheme

Vicars Inn, Arlesey Golden Pheasant & New inn, Biggleswade
March Hare, Dunton Thornton Arms, Everton Engineers Arms, Henlow
Sir William Peel, Sandy  Coach & Horses, Stotfold Coach House & Rising Sun, Potton

Please visit these pubs and enjoy locally produced ales.

Real Cider & Perry in Bedfordshire
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ASK YOUR LOCAL PUB TO STOCK A REAL CIDER OR PERRY
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Whitechapel Social
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NOTICE OF CORRECTION

In the January issue of the Casket, the editor fell victim to
the ‘local rumour mill" and inadvertently reported that the
Coach & Horses, Biggleswade had closed down and
been sold to a local business. This is NOT the case, the
pub remained open during the winter months and is still
trading today. The editor offers his sincere apologies to the
staff and customers of the Coach & Horses for this
incorrect report. More thorough checks should have been
taken to avoid this mistake and the editor will endeavour
to ensure that this does not occur again.

John Goodlet - Editor




